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DETAILED ACTION 



1 . Claims 1 -8 are pending. 

Priority 

2. Receipt is acknowledged of papers submitted under 35 U.S.C. 1 1 9(a)-(d), which 
papers have been placed of record in the file. 



Claim Rejections • 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
states. 



4. Claims 1-8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Sawada 
(5,754,430). 

As to claim 1 , Sawada teaches a voice control system that includes a voice 
inputting unit for inputting a speech uttered by a user through a voice input manipulation 
and a controlling unit for recognizing (inputting voice through a voice input device 
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including a microphone, the voice used to control a car navigation system, col. 5, lines 
8-13 and col. 6, lines 42-50), as a certain speech content of a plurality of speech 
contents, the inputted speech and thereby executing a function according to the certain 
speech content, the voice control system (the inputted speech used to control 
navigation functions, col. 5, lines 8-13) comprising; 

a display unit (image display device. Fig. 1 , elements 9); 

a display-controlling unit for displaying, when the user utters the speech, an 
auxiliary switch that executes an auxiliary function for the voice input manipulation (a set 
of keys that when a voice input is supplied, the keys are used to execute an auxiliary 
function, after the destination is inputted through voice, the road guide key is pressed to 
execute the guide function, col. 7, lines 60-67, where the display can be a display 
screen is a touch panel, with the keys on the display, col. 8, line 64, through col. 9, line 
5); 

an executing unit for executing, when the auxiliary switch is selected, the 
auxiliary function (executing the function selected by the input key, such as the guide 
function, col. 7, lines 60-67). 

As to claim 3, Sawada teaches wherein the auxiliary switch includes a guide 
switch that executes displaying guidance for the voice input manipulation; and wherein 
the executing unit executes, when the guide switch is selected, displaying the guidance 
on the display unit (after inputting the voice, a guide key is inputted, and a guide 
function is carried out on the display, col. 7, lines 60-67, and col. 8, lines 1-7). 
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As to claim 4, Sawada teaches the auxiliary switch includes a stop switch that 
executes stopping of the voice input manipulation (a key is depressed allowing the user 
to input a destination, stopping the voice input, coL 7, lines 50-67). 

As to claim 5, Sawada teaches wherein the controlling unit notifies, to the user, a 
content of the subsequent function that is to be subsequently executed and requires the 
user to determine whether the content of the subsequent function can be allowed to be 
executed, and wherein the display-controlling unit displays, on the display unit, a 
determination switch that executes determining whether the content of the subsequent 
function can be allowed to be executed (the unit notifies the user when a function 
entered by the user can not be carried out, and a new input needs to be supplied to the 
system, col. 12, lines 48-65). 

As to claim 6, Sawada teaches wherein the controlling unit notifies, to the user, 
the content of the subsequent function through instructing the display-controlling unit to 
display the content of the subsequent function on the display unit (when a recognized 
input is received the display is instructed to output the corresponding display, col. 7, 
lines 20-30). 

As to claim 7, Sawada teaches wherein the display unit includes a screen and a 
detecting unit for detecting, on the screen, an area that the user touches, and wherein. 
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when the user touches a predetermined area corresponding to the auxiliary switch that 
is displayed on the screen of the display unit, the executing unit determines that the 
auxiliary switch is selected (keys are displayed to the user, allowing the user to supply 
an auxiliary input through a touch display, once a speech input is recognized, col. 7, 
lines 55-65 and col. 8, lines 65-67). 

As to claim 8, Sawada teaches a voice control system that includes a display, 
voice inputting means for inputting a speech uttered by a user, and controlling means 
for recognizing, as a speech content, the inputted speech and thereby executing a 
function according to the speech content (inputting voice tlirougli a voice input device 
including a microphone, the voice used to control a car navigation system, col, 5, lines 
8-13 and coL 6, lines 42-50, and the inputted speech used to control navigation 
functions, col. 5, lines 8-13), the method comprising steps: 

displaying, when the users utters the speech, an auxiliary switch that executes 
an auxiliary function for voice input manipulation (a set of keys that when a voice input 
is supplied, the keys are used to execute an auxiliary function, after the destination is 
inputted through voice, the road guide key is pressed to execute the guide function, col. 
7, lines 60-67, where the display can be a display screen is a touch panel, with the keys 
on the display, col. 8, line 64, through col. 9, line 5); 

executing, when the auxiliary switch is selected, the auxiliary function (executing 
the function selected by the input key, such as the guide function, col. 7, lines 60-67). 
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Conclusion 



5. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. See PTO-892. 



6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Thomas E. Shortledge whose telephone number is 
(571 )272-7612. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8:00 - 4:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Richemond Dorvil can be reached on (571 )272-7602. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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